
Pale-headed Rosella
This  immature bird has the 
red crown. It is from the race 
palliceps or white-cheeked. 
The blue cheeked race 
adscitus occurs from Cairns 
to Cape York. Rosellas are 
seedeaters and wattle seeds 
are one of their favorite foods.

Photo by Trevor Quested

z Forthcoming activities z
25 - 27th May 2012 Weekend campout at Middle Creek. Details to be advised. 
Contact leader, Bill Moorhead; 41541177

24th June 2012 Mon Repos. Meet at Baldwin Swamp car park at 7am. 
Contact leader: Tina Dotto; 41597379

27 - 29th July 2012 Weekend camp at Wolca Reserve, Mt Perry. Details to be 
advised. Contact leader: Deane Lewis 0408 573 569

26th August 2012 Burrum River NP. Meet at Thabeban State School car park 

at 7am.Contact leaders; Les & Pam Turner; 41268102
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Square-tailed Kite by Chris Barnes



Boonooroo Campout by Chris Barnes  
23rd March 2012
It was a somewhat dubious decision to stretch a Boonooroo outing into a camp out and the sanity of  
6 birders was further challenged as they headed down on the 23rd in pouring rain. On the high tide 
most of the usual suspects were there with many Bar-tailed Godwit, Great Knot & a smattering of 
Lesser Sand Plovers resplendent in their breeding colours; sadly without the benefit of being sunlit. 
Maaroom had over 90 Pied Oystercatchers but in view of the weather there was a unanimous  vote 
to leave the waders further out unsorted. It wasn't all bad. The creeks were so full we had a Little 
Black Cormorant swimming by the side of the road.

We explored Tinnanbar adding a few birds to the list – Yellow-faced & Scarlet Honeyeater, Rufous 
Fantail, Fairy Gerygone and Brown Cuckoo-dove. It was nice to see some of the numerous Rose-
crowned Fruit-doves which called in large fruit bearing figs. The camp site, Log Dump on Kauri 
Creek, was idyllic – and about 50 million hungry sandflies agreed. The river was flowing fast enough 
to deter any would be kayakers in the group; none of whom apparently wanted to end up in New 
Zealand that weekend.

It was decided to head for Inskip Pt to try for the Black-breasted Button-Quail & stay till dark in 
case any nocturnal birds might oblige. Fresh platelets aplenty but no quail. To add to our sorrow, we 
came across a pair of birders who told us this thing which `looked like a hedgehog' was on the road 
before it up & walked into the scrub just before we arrived. Gripped off big time!

We briefly abandoned the birds by watching the sun go down at Rainbow Beach. Guesses for the day  
list varied with most between 40-50 species. Our enthusiasm was buoyed as the tally actually came 
to 98 species. In tribute to our absent leader Trevor, we would have to get at least 2 more before the 
end of the day. Well that's what the group were told as we went into the rainforest at Bymien Picnic 
Area.

As we drove towards the parking area a frogmouth slipped away silently but a Southern Boobook 
called as we got out of the cars. Luminous fungi were abundant in the wet conditions and although 
no possums were seen, a number of smaller marsupials regularly scurried into the scrub. After a 
walk, with no bird calls heard, we thought we'd invite a response from a Marbled Frogmouth. 
Almost immediately we were treated to 2-3 birds entertaining us with both the Kooloo & Gobble 
Calls, the latter ends in the loud bill-clap which for no particular reason makes me smile. One bird 
was briefly seen but frustrated those needing to tick off a lifer. On the walk back to the vehicles an 
Australian Owlet-nightjar called & couple of us thought there was a short screech in the distance. 
Soon however, possum-like snarling and snorting came through making us doubt the screech. Just in 
case, we played a Masked Owl call. Almost immediately it answered from fairly close by. Again it 
slipped away unseen reminding us this world of darkness belongs to them and we were hopelessly 
equipped for it. Still, it was great to be there and a Noisy Pitta sent us packing with sound advice -
`walk to work'. 



24th March 2012

The camp decision was to go for more rainforest birding and another shot at the button-quail so by 
6am we were leaving the sandflies behind at Kauri Creek (sounds much better than Log Dump). It 
was perfect autumnal weather; cool and sunny with not a suggestion of rain. Thankfully it stayed like 
this all day.

The walk to Poona Lake from Bymien was lively at times; Spectacled Monarch, Green Catbird, 
more Rose-crowned Fruit-doves, Topknot Pigeons, a pair of feeding Wompoo Fruit-Doves, a 
skulking Collared Sparrowhawk  as well as the smaller busy Large-billed Scrubwrens and Brown 
Gerygones. A single Pale-yellow Robin slipped away between the numerous Eastern Yellow 
Robins and wasn't seen again.

Reaching Poona Lake 4 Australasian Grebes weren't the only ones who enjoyed the water. One 
`volunteer' braved the water to assist in the identification of what turned out to be the Cooloola Tree 
Frog. Whilst some of the group chased up a few more species for the list – Mistletoebird, Pacific 
Baza & Variegated Fairy-wren, others enjoyed photographing the frog and dragonflies (Blue 
Ringtail, Yellow-striped Flutterer and Australian Emerald).

With the rainforest getting quieter as the morning progressed, we headed back for another crack at 
the button-quail. White-cheeked Honeyeater, Varied Triller, Brush Turkey and Little Wattlebird 
were brushed aside but only a couple of the group got lucky with sightings of a pair of Black-
breasted Button-Quail. The local pair of Beach Stone-Curlew were impressive as always as we 
worked our way through the other more distant waders. There were some birds feeding close by; 
Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler, Greenshank, Red-capped 
Plover & a pair of Double-banded Plovers. Only the odd Common Tern mingled with the 
Caspian, Crested & Little Terns close in but an estimated 1,500 of them sat further out. In fact 
most of the birds were at a distance where a telescope was essential. We all enjoyed the colour of the 
Lesser Sand Plovers. The 3 Sanderling still wore their typical non-breeding dress - white active 
birds showing the dark mark on the bend of the wing - but were nice to see as their preference for 
extensive sandy beaches means they aren't often at our usual wader roosts.

Having had a big day extending to a night walk previously, we decided for an early mark. Back at 
camp a few more campers joined us to feed the sandflies. As we enjoyed the odd drop of red wine 
round a struggling but adequate fire a nightjar briefly hawked, catching us napping. No one got the 
bins on it and we couldn't be sure if it was a White-throated or Large-tailed Nightjar. As hard as 
we listened that night, neither call was heard.

Varied Triller female
 by Trevor Quested



25th March 2012

Time to pack up camp first thing in the morning and the weather had deteriorated again. We had time 
for a brief look at Tinnanbar before heading to Boonooroo. Here a number of species were added; 
Spectacled Monarch, Eastern Koel, Shining Bronze-cuckoo and Cicadabird. The drive to 
Boonooroo was through patches of very heavy rain and we were doubting if we could get any birding 
in at all there.

However, it was only the slightest of drizzle as were finally found the day trippers (who were harder 
to locate than the birds). It was a bit soggy underfoot as we picked through the waders but we did 
have good views of 2 non-breeding Grey Plover with the Bar-tailed Godwit. It was nice to not long 
after have Pacific Golden Plover to compare them with. Field guides seldom show the structural 
differences between the birds well. The odd Terek Sandpiper was tucked up Grey-tailed Tattlers 
and both Lesser and Greater Sand Plovers. The busy Red-necked Stints and Curlew Sandpipers, 
both getting a flush of colour, were actively feeding. The relatively low high tide (2.67m) meant 
there was plenty of mud for them.

The number of birds wasn't high but there was such good variety at Whitaker St, the picnic tables 
under cover at Maaroom seemed a much more attractive proposition than Adair St. Once at Maaroom 
we were surprised to see a large flock of waders close in on the mudflats rather than on the sandy 
beach. It was a magnificent sight; there were over 2,000 birds with so many of the Bar-tailed 
Godwit in full colour. More surprisingly an astounding number of Great Knot (925) were present. 
The chestnut scapulars (brighter in males) and heavily marked upper chest meant these birds were in 
fantastic condition and couldn't have been far from leaving our shores. The bad weather probably did 
us a favour by keeping them here. As we searched the massed avian athletes a Bar-tailed Godwit 
with a green leg flag was found. It would have been banded in SE Queensland but we were frustrated 
by not having enough detail to be certain of the engravings on the flag. We did find a few other 
waders amongst the flock. These included about 30 Red Knot with one or two nearing full breeding 
plumage. 

It was hard to tear ourselves away from the birds but morning tea was soon running into lunch time. 
We had our brief meeting and bird call at the picnic tables whilst the group replenished fuel stores. 
The total number of species for the 3 days was a respectable ? Number. What annoyed us was the 
fact that we couldn't find an Australian Pelican or Fairy Martin all weekend! As the meeting broke 
up a few of us couldn't resist looking (without success as it turned out) for that leg flagged godwit. 
The waders moved to the foreshore with the help of an immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle and they 
were joined by 56 Little Terns (mainly adults). You never want a good day to end.



Parklands for the Bush Stone Curlew. At the Bundaberg Port a 
Black Falcon was a surprise and Chris took a good shot. 

The day ended after Mon Repos in the Bundaberg Botanic 
Gardens.

Altogether 164 species were recorded which is quite  
remarkable considering there were none of  the summer 
migrants. Like all big days some common species were missed.  
The four are to be congratulated and the foundation has been 
laid for a 

summer attempt. Who knows what number will 
achieved. 

Big day listing around Bundaberg
Chris Barnes, Nev and Jann Capell and Jane Hall set out to see how many species of  birds could be 
seen around the Bundaberg area in a day. Chris had recently recorded 134 species taking a birder 
from Finland around. This prompted the quest for 150 in a day. On Saturday 7th April the four 
started at Cordalba State Forest. Next stop was the Gum-topped Box forest at Goodwood Road. 
They travelled through Childers to Hoppy Larks Creek in the Burrum River National Park. From 
here the journey took them to Kinkuna then along the Goodwood Road, then Foley Road to 

Black-chinned Honeyeater by Trevor Quested

Black Falcon by Chris Barnes



Australian	  Brush-‐turkey
Magpie	  Goose
Plumed	  Whistling-‐Duck
Black	  Swan
Radjah	  Shelduck
Australian	  Wood	  Duck
CoAon	  Pygmy-‐goose
Chestnut	  Teal
Grey	  Teal
Pacific	  Black	  Duck
Hardhead
Australasian	  Grebe
Rock	  Dove
SpoAed	  Dove
Crested	  Pigeon
Peaceful	  Dove
Bar-‐shouldered	  Dove
Tawny	  Frogmouth
Brown	  Booby
Australasian	  Darter
LiAle	  Pied	  Cormorant
LiAle	  Black	  Cormorant
Pied	  Cormorant
Australian	  Pelican
Eastern	  Great	  Egret
Intermediate	  Egret
CaAle	  Egret
Striated	  Heron
White-‐faced	  Heron
LiAle	  Egret
Eastern	  Reef	  Egret
Nankeen	  Night-‐Heron
Australian	  White	  Ibis
Straw-‐necked	  Ibis
Royal	  Spoonbill
Eastern	  Osprey
Black-‐shouldered	  Kite
White-‐bellied	  Sea-‐Eagle
Whistling	  Kite
Brahminy	  Kite
Black	  Kite
Nankeen	  Kestrel
Brown	  Falcon
Australian	  Hobby
Black	  Falcon
Peregrine	  Falcon
Purple	  Swamphen
Dusky	  Moorhen
Bush	  Stone-‐curlew
Australian	  Pied	  Oystercatcher
Sooty	  Oystercatcher
Black-‐winged	  SOlt
Red-‐capped	  Plover
Double-‐banded	  Plover
Black-‐fronted	  DoAerel
Masked	  Lapwing
Comb-‐crested	  Jacana

Bar-‐tailed	  Godwit
Whimbrel
Eastern	  Curlew
Terek	  Sandpiper
Grey-‐tailed	  TaAler
Wandering	  TaAler
Common	  Greenshank
Marsh	  Sandpiper
Wood	  Sandpiper
Red-‐necked	  SOnt
Sharp-‐tailed	  Sandpiper
Curlew	  Sandpiper
LiAle	  Tern
Gull-‐billed	  Tern
Caspian	  Tern
Whiskered	  Tern
Lesser	  Crested	  Tern
Crested	  Tern
Silver	  Gull
Red-‐tailed	  Black-‐Cockatoo
Galah
LiAle	  Corella
Long-‐billed	  Corella
CockaOel
Rainbow	  Lorikeet
Scaly-‐breasted	  Lorikeet
LiAle	  Lorikeet
Australian	  King-‐Parrot
Pale-‐headed	  Rosella
Pheasant	  Coucal
LiAle	  Bronze-‐Cuckoo
Fan-‐tailed	  Cuckoo
Azure	  Kingfisher
Laughing	  Kookaburra
Forest	  Kingfisher
Sacred	  Kingfisher
Rainbow	  Bee-‐eater
White-‐throated	  Treecreeper
Brown	  Treecreeper
Red-‐backed	  Fairy-‐wren
Variegated	  Fairy-‐wren
White-‐browed	  Scrubwren
Speckled	  Warbler
Weebill
Mangrove	  Gerygone
Fairy	  Gerygone
White-‐throated	  Gerygone
Yellow-‐rumped	  Thornbill
SpoAed	  Pardalote
Striated	  Pardalote
Lewin's	  Honeyeater
Mangrove	  Honeyeater
Yellow-‐tuUed	  Honeyeater
Fuscous	  Honeyeater
Noisy	  Miner
LiAle	  WaAlebird
Dusky	  Honeyeater

Scarlet	  Honeyeater
Brown	  Honeyeater
Black-‐chinned	  Honeyeater
White-‐throated	  Honeyeater
Blue-‐faced	  Honeyeater
Noisy	  Friarbird
LiAle	  Friarbird
Grey-‐crowned	  Babbler
Eastern	  Whipbird
Varied	  SiAella
Black-‐faced	  Cuckoo-‐shrike
White-‐bellied	  Cuckoo-‐shrike
Cicadabird
Golden	  Whistler
Rufous	  Whistler
LiAle	  Shrike-‐thrush
Grey	  Shrike-‐thrush
Australasian	  Figbird
Olive-‐backed	  Oriole
White-‐breasted	  Woodswallow
Dusky	  Woodswallow
Grey	  Butcherbird
Pied	  Butcherbird
Australian	  Magpie
Spangled	  Drongo
Rufous	  Fantail
Grey	  Fantail
Willie	  Wagtail
Torresian	  Crow
Leaden	  Flycatcher
Shining	  Flycatcher
Magpie-‐lark
Jacky	  Winter
Eastern	  Yellow	  Robin
Horsfields	  Bushlark
Golden-‐headed	  CisOcola
Tawny	  Grassbird
Silvereye
Welcome	  Swallow
Fairy	  MarOn
Tree	  MarOn
Common	  Starling
Common	  Myna
Mistletoebird
Double-‐barred	  Finch
Red-‐browed	  Finch
Nutmeg	  Mannikin
Chestnut-‐breasted	  Mannikin
House	  Sparrow
Australasian	  Pipit
164	  species

The list of  species seen by Chris, Nev,  Jann and Jane


