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We go birdwatching
When we begin to 

birdwatch we struggle 
naming the birds correctly. 
Having done that we learn 
more about the species. We 
often are staggered by the 
beauty of the birds we are 
watching even if we have 
seen them over and over.

We can’t walk past a bird 
without putting a name to 
it. We begin to recognize 
behaviour in flight, we learn 
their songs, then the 
variations in the songs. 

We put them together as 
this wonderful mosaic we 
call birdwatching.

A small group headed off from the 
Bundaberg North School carpark 
promptly at 7am as it was a gorgeous 
morning and we felt the earlier we got 
to the Goodnight the better. The obliga-
tory stop at the water treatment storage 
area yielded Cotton Pygmy-geese and a 
couple of Comb-crested Jacanas but we 
pushed off pretty smartly.
Just before the turn off for the Goodnight 
we were fortunate to have 3 Australian 
Bustards just off the road with the male 
strutting about no doubt for the benefit 
of the two others. Being on the highway 
we couldn't stop safely and had to be 
content with crawling along to get quite 
acceptable views. Wedge-tailed Eagles 
and a Brown Falcon near a pair of 
Striped Honeyeaters further hindered 
our eventual entry into the scrub 
proper.Finally within the scrub itself we 
made a number of opportunistic stops 
from where we spread out to see what 
we could add. The first spot produced 
great views of a female Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo. She attracted the attention of a 
few birds and in that spot we had a 
couple of Spectacled Monarchs, Rufous 
Fantails and a nicely coloured male 
Rose Robin. Variegated Fairy-wrens 
were a little less co-operative but it was 
a good stop none the less.It was a half-
hearted attempt for the Regent Bower-
bird as their numbers are low here and 

they appear when they want to. Their 
favoured area did however produce 
fantastic views of 3 White-eared Mon-
archs (1 juv) feeding and traveling to-
gether. One of the leaders cursed not 
having a camera in his hand but en-
joyed the spectacle all the same. Fairy & 
White-throated Gerygone, White-
browed Scrub-wren and Yellow Robins 
were added to the growing list.
The meeting didn't break up after lunch 
and Eric still had to show us a magnifi-
cent old bottletree. Unfortunately the 
largest one we know of in the scrub 
now involves a boat or a swim to get to 
since the dam has come into being. 
One Tree Hill was the place we chose to 
have the brief necessary meeting and 
bird call before heading to Booyal 
Crossing on the way home. A few more 
species were added at Booyal; White-
bellied Sea-Eagle, Scarlet Honeyeater, 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike and finally 
a small party of Varied
Sittellas to see us off. Dragonflies at 
Booyal weren't ignored, with half a
dozen species, including the Common 
Archtail which pleased the camera
carrying members.
By the time we were back in Bundaberg  
the days list stood at ?. A fairly
full day but hopefully enjoyed by all.

Chris Barnes

Goodnight Scrub NP
Our May outing led by Chris Barnes and Eric Zi!mann OAM
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Australian Bustard by Chris Barnes



Darter
Australasian Grebe
Black Swan
Pacific Black Duck
Maned Duck
Cotton Pygmy-goose
Dusky Moorhen
Purple Swamphen
Pacific Heron
White-faced Heron
Cattle Egret
Intermediate Egret
Australian Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Australian Bustard
Comb-crested Jacana
Masked Lapwing
Pacific Baza
Black Kite
Whistling Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Brown Falcon
Australian Kestrel
Spotted Dove
Peaceful Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Rainbow Lorikeet
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet
Pale-headed Rosella
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Forest Kingfisher
Rainbow Bee-eater
Varied Sittella
White-throated Treecreeper
Variegated Fairywren
Red-backed Fairywren
Striated Pardalote
White-browed Scrubwren
White-throated Gerygone
Fairy Gerygone
Brown Thornbill
Striped Honeyeater
Noisy Friarbird
Little Friarbird
Blue-faced Honeyeater
Noisy Miner
Lewin's Honeyeater
White-throated Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
Scarlet Honeyeater
Eastern Whipbird
Grey-crowned Babbler
Rose Robin
Yellow Robin
Rufous Shrike-Thrush
Grey Shrike-Thrush
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Fantail
Rufous Fantail
Willie-wagtail
Leaden Flycatcher
Restless Flycatcher
Spectacled Monarch
White-eared Monarch
Magpie-lark
Spangled Drongo
Olive-backed Oriole
Australian Figbird
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike
White-breasted Woodswallow
Dusky Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Pied Butcherbird
Australasian Magpie
Pied Currawong
Torresian Crow
Welcome Swallow
Tree Martin
Fairy Martin
Australasian Pipit
Golden-headed Cisticola
House Sparrow
Double-barred Finch
Mistletoebird
Silver-eye
European Starling
95 species

Brown Honeyeater by Carl Moller



BEACH THICK KNEE BY CHRIS BARNES

This stunning bird can be seen on Dr Mays Island by those taking part in the shorebird surveys 
organised by Sue Sargent, Business Development & Planning Manager of BMRG. Recently while do-
ing the Little Tern survey several members saw a pair near the old mouth of the Burnett River.



The Cooloola NP camp out attracted a 
small group of local members (3) and 
very welcome regular visitors from 
Hervey Bay & Maryborough. Perhaps 
the others had heard about the road 
conditions, knee deep water and 
showers; deciding to stay dry.
 
It was nice to look at a different area 
and even the trip there was eventful 
with Edward Bryans spotting a large 
flock of 360 northbound Topknots near 
Inskip Pt. The sandy campsite by the 
Noosa River may well look nicer in 
better weather as it was a little over-
cast on the Friday but the birds were 
still active. Eastern Yellow Robin, 
Rose Robin, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, 
Eastern Spinebill, Yellow-faced Hon-
eyeater Variegated Fairy-wren and 
Little Wattlebird all hung around at 
some stage during the day. Quite a 
few tracks were closed and others 
more suitable for amphibians so much 
of the birding was done along the 

main road into Harry’s Hut.
 
Marbled Frogmouths have been in 
the rainforest along the track in the 
past and after tea on the Friday, a 
few chanced their luck with a night  
spotlighting. It was dead quiet; no 
calls to be heard and Trevor’s 
playback got no response. A num-
ber of spots were tried and fortu-
nately a silhouette was seen on 
this moonlit night fly to land on a 
tree next to the track. No calls had 
been played but it wasn’t a frog-
mouth from the flight, size & shape 
as it silently landed on a large 
horizontal limb. The group was 
surprised when the spotlight illu-
minated the ghostly shadow to 
reveal a Sooty Owl peering down 
at appreciative participants. The 
gods were with us and this huge 
slice of luck was met with delight. 
The leader suggested packing up 
& going home at this stage as it 
was all obviously going to be 
downhill from then. Virtually noth-
ing else was seen that night bar 1 
Cane Toad & 1 bat sp but I’m not 
sure anyone minded.
 
The following morning some folks 
had a lie in and missed the 07.30 
start down the track but we were 
all heading in the same direction. 
The leader had an easy time lead-
ing 2 people & wondering when 
the rest would catch up. Trevor 
picked up the pieces and looked 

after the rest of the group. There were 
lots of Scarlet Honeyeaters, Golden 
Whistlers, Brown Thornbills and the 
odd Rufous Fantail but as the vegeta-
tion turned to rainforest, species more 
typical to this habitat started to add to 
the list. Winter isn’t a time to hear pit-
tas so we were lucky to surprise one 
feeding near the track. Pale Yellow 
Robin, Wompoo, Brown Gerygone and 
Catbird were some others added be-
fore heading back to camp.
 
The early lunch was followed by the 
somewhat reluctant trek 40kms north 
to the area where the Ground Parrot 
are resident. The area was wetter than 
ever and apparently had had a big fire 
through it 2 years ago. We looked for 
the Southern Emu-wren but they seem 
to have vacated the area and the par-
rot was also being elusive. Dusky 
Woodswallows joined numerous Wel-
come Swallows feasting on insects but 
it was only as the parrots started call-
ing that we could pinpoint one. In the 
fading light there was no hope of see-
ing any green colour but it was duly 
seen before maybe up to a dozen birds 
started their daily chiming. The Grass 
Owl was a target here too but when the 
tyto flew across, no one picked it up 
early enough to see the legs & feet. 
We were left with frustrating views of a 
dark backed large tyto which we re-
sisted attempting to identify. As com-
pensation, Deane picked up eyeshine 
in the distance on a bare tree and 
there was a scrabble to hastily put up 
the scope (yes, it and the tripod were 
at the bottom of the chaotic luggage in 
the boot). We then all had what we 
were satisfied was the worst ever view 
of a pair of White-throated Nightjars.
 
On the return journey to camp a frog-
mouth in the rainforest created more 
excitement in one vehicle than the 
other as the occupants assumed it was 
a Marbled Frogmouth rather than a 
Tawny. A partial eclipse of the moon 
was more reliable as the cryptic Mar-
bled remained unseen. Bird call at 
break up the following morning was 
disrupted briefly by a Lace Monitor 
which ate a bit of pilfered plastic up a 
tree. We missed and had near misses 
with quite a few species which was 
disappointing. However, it would be 
harsh to see a Sooty Owl (the first re-
corded on a Bundy BOC outing) and 
say the trip was a disaster.
Chris Barnes

COOLOOLA NATIONAL PARK CAMPOUT.  25-27 JUNE 2010

  Yellow Robin by Chris Barnes  

Wompoo Fruit Dove by Carl Moller



COOLOOLA NP BIRD LIST
Great Cormorant 1
White-faced Heron 1
Pacific Baza 1
Whistling Kite 2
Brahminy Kite 1
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1
Australian Kestrel 1
Brown Cuckoo-Dove 7

Peaceful Dove 1
Bar-shouldered Dove 10
Wompoo Fruit-Dove 4
Topknot Pigeon 70
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 5
Galah 1
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 6
Rainbow Lorikeet
Ground Parrot 3 seen 10 heard
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 3
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 3
Pheasant Coucal 2
Greater Sooty-Owl 2
Tawny Frogmouth 1
White-throated Nightjar 2
Azure Kingfisher 1
Laughing Kookaburra 
Sacred Kingfisher 1
Rainbow Bee-eater 30
Noisy Pitta 1
Dusky Honeyeater 4
Scarlet Honeyeater
Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 20
White-naped Honeyeater 1
White-throated Honeyeater 6
Little Friarbird 2
Noisy Friarbird
White-cheeked Honeyeater 50
Eastern Spinebill 30
Blue-faced Honeyeater 1
Noisy Miner 1
Brush Wattlebird 20
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 4
Varied Triller 4

Torresian Crow
Welcome Swallow
Fairy Martin 1
Tree Martin 3
Tawny Grassbird 10
Olive-tailed Thrush 1
Willie-wagtail
Gray Fantail
Rufous Fantail 8

Rose Robin 6
Pale-yellow Robin 7
Yellow Robin
Golden Whistler 10
Rufous Whistler 5
Rufous Shrike-Thrush 2
Grey Shrike-Thrush 4
Silver-eye
Eastern Whipbird 4
Red-backed Fairywren 6
Variegated Fairywren 13
Southern Emuwren 2
White-browed Scrubwren 
6
Large-billed Scrubwren 2
Brown Thornbill 10
Brown Gerygone 10
Varied Sittella 6

White-
throated Tree-
creeper 4
Spotted Pardalote 2
Striated Pardalote 6
Olive-backed Oriole 
1
Spangled Drongo 8
Dusky Woodswallow 
6
Australasian Magpie 
2
Pied Currawong 2
Green Catbird 2
Australasian Pipit 4

Brown Cuckoo-Dove by Chris Barnes

Noisy Pitta by Chris Barnes

Birds in red are highlights for us.


