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On 15th December 1974 I found the most 
immature Oriental Cuckoo to date leaving me 
wondering was it born here. It seemed too 
young to have made the long flight to our 
shores, let alone to Monduran Dam in South 
East Queensland. (Incidentally, this bird 
developed into the barred brown phase and 
stayed around until late January 1975.) A 
mature Oriental was observed in the same 
area on 22nd Dec 1974 at Monduran Dam and 
three mature cuckoos on the 1st and 3rd 

March 1975 along Cabbage Tree Creek where 
they stayed for another six weeks.
If one could cover large distances along the 
scrubby creek and river habitats I feel sure the 
Oriental Cuckoo is more common than 
supposed during its sojourn in our country.
The observations of the feeding habits of the 
bird feeding on caterpillars hosted by Yellow 
Bloodwood is certainly interesting. It seems 
reasonable to assume similar cuckoo invasions 

could occur in other districts.

December outing
We are meeting at the 

Shelter Shed, Baldwin 
Swamp at 7am. December 6

 Contact leader Eva 
Okholm 41 541 125

Following the 
birdwatching we will hold 
the Annual General 
Meeting.

Our present office 
bearers are:

President and newsletter 
editor: Trevor Quested

4155 1718
tquested@bigpond.com

Secretary Annie 
Quested

Treasurer Elaine Lynch
Patron Eric Zillmann 

OAM
A lumping which I find irksome is that of 
Gould's and Little Bronze-Cuckoo.
Each are fairly easily identified in the 
field. In some areas, they occur
side by side, in very different habitats, 
using different species of
Gerygone as host parents. The so-called 
hybrid between the two northern taxa
seems to occur only within the habitat of 
Gould's (I have never seen it

within the drier habitat of Little) - the 
possibility that it is an 'age
stage' of Gould's has never been con-
sidered. I have been told that DNA work
has been done on these birds and is 
waiting to be written up. I believe that
the three taxa are considered to be at the 
first stage of speciation. It
will be interesting to see what the final 
conclusion will be. 

ORIENTAL CUCKOO NOTE BY ERIC ZILLMANN 

NEWSLETTER

On October 7 on Birding Aus in a discussion on lumping in the new 
Slater Field Guide, Lloyd Neilsen wrote the following note. This is 
reproduced with his permission.

Photo by Carl Moller
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Kroombit Tops Campout
23rd of October- 25th October, 
2009
 
Bundy Boca enjoyed a very suc-
cessful weekend campout at 
Kroombit with 11 members and 
visitors attending. Unfortunately 
weather conditions both during 
and prior to the trip had been very 
windy and dry with fires in the re-
gion but not in the park itself. De-
spite the dry weather 100 species 
of birds were recorded, which 
amazingly, was the most number 
that we have had at the Tops over 
the years.
 
Jane Hall was already at the main 
camping spot when the rest ar-
rived during Friday afternoon. 
Deane Lewis had travelled from 
Maryborough and Karen Blake 
had come all the way from 
Brisbane. After settling in, we en-
joyed some fantastic spotlighting 
in and around the camp. The high-
lights were a spectacular 25m 
glide from a Sugar Glider that pro-
vided prolonged and close photo-
graphic opportunities. An Austra-
lian Owlet-Nightjar happily 
perched on a branch offering in-
comparable views. The next morn-
ing we got up early at about 5am 
and birded at Beauty Spot 98 
(BS98, Griffith's Ck crossing). This 
morning's walk provided good 
views of Paradise Riflebird, Re-
gent and Satin Bowerbirds, and 
Green Catbird. Kroombit Creek 
and its tributaries had only small 
irregular pools of water available 
to the wildlife. After a snooze back 
at camp and lunch we then pro-
ceeded to BS99 (Kroombit Ck). 
This spot was actually a better 
birding location than the mornings 

offerings. At one of the small 
ponds the photographers amongst 
us were able to capture close up 
snaps of birds including, Leaden 
Flycatcher, White-naped Hon-
eyeater, Grey and Rufous Fan-
tails, Black-faced Monarch, East-
ern Spinebill and many more. It's 
great when the birds come to us! 
The highlight of the afternoon was 
undoubtedly an incredible exhibi-
tion from at least 3 Paradise Rifle-
birds and numerous Satin Bower-
birds feasting on thousands of 
moths billowing out of a dead 
branch in a large Eucalyptus 
saligna. At one point 2 female ri-
flebirds put on an aggression dis-
play with wings lifted and beaks 
open. There were lots of White-
headed Pigeons offering close 
encounters also. After returning to 
camp and feasting on fantastic 
curries etc., we decided to spot-
light back at BS99 in the hope of 
seeing Marbled Frogmouth and 
Kroombit Tinker Frog, Taudacty-
lus pleione. We saw neither but 
had numerous good views of 
Greater Glider, Tawny Frogmouth 
and some of us saw Feather-tailed 
Glider. Early Sunday morning we 
quickly revisited BS99 and headed 
to the Liberator Bomber Crash site 
via Kroombit Lookout. As always, 
it is a moving experience, espe-
cially those who have never visited 
the site, to walk around where 
servicemen have perished during 
WW2. We drove the 20km back to 
the camp, had birdcall and reluc-
tantly headed back home back 
down the winding track after lunch.
 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
make Kroombit 09' an extraordi-
nary biannual event.
 

KROOMBIT TOPS NATIONAL PARK CAMPOUT LED BY BILL AND JACK MOORHEAD

Sugar Glider by Bill Moorhead

Australian Owlet Nightjar by Deane Lewis 

Paradise Riflebird by Bill Moorhead

White-headed Pigeon by Trevor Quested

Satin Bowerbird by Trevor Quested Regent Bowerbird by Deane Lewis
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  Maned Duck                            
  Pacific Black Duck                    
  Australasian Grebe                    
  Darter                                
  Pacific Heron                         
  Intermediate Egret                    
  Australian Ibis                       
  Straw-necked Ibis                     
  Whistling Kite                        
  Collared Sparrowhawk                  
  Wedge-tailed Eagle                    
  Australian Kestrel                    
  Brown Falcon                          
  White-headed Pigeon                   
  Squatter Pigeon                       
  Peaceful Dove                         
  Bar-shouldered Dove                   
  Wompoo Fruit-Dove                     
  Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo             
  Glossy Black-Cockatoo                 
  Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo          
  Little Corella                        
  Sulphur-crested Cockatoo              
  Rainbow Lorikeet                      
  Scaly-breasted Lorikeet               
  Little Lorikeet                       
  Pale-headed Rosella                   
  Australian King-Parrot                
  Fan-tailed Cuckoo                     
  Channel-billed Cuckoo                 
  Southern Boobook                      
  Tawny Frogmouth                       
  White-throated Needletail             
  Azure Kingfisher                      
  Laughing Kookaburra                   
  Forest Kingfisher                     
  Sacred Kingfisher                     
  Rainbow Bee-eater                     
  Dollarbird                            
  Welcome Swallow                       
  Australasian Pipit                    
  Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike             
  Cicadabird                            
  White-winged Triller                  
  Willie-wagtail                        
  Grey Fantail                          
  Rufous Fantail                        
  Black-faced Monarch                   
  White-eared Monarch                   
  Leaden Flycatcher                     
  Yellow Robin                          
  Golden Whistler                       
  Rufous Whistler                       
  Little Shrike-Thrush                  
  Grey Shrike-Thrush                    
  Grey-crowned Babbler                  

  

  Eastern Whipbird
  Red-backed Fairywren                  
  Variegated Fairywren                  
  White-browed Scrubwren                
  Large-billed Scrubwren                
  Buff-rumped Thornbill                 
  Brown Thornbill                       
  Striated Thornbill                    
  Weebill                               
  Brown Gerygone                        
  Varied Sittella                       
  White-throated Treecreeper            
  Mistletoebird                         
  Spotted Pardalote                     
  Striated Pardalote                    
  Silver-eye                            
  Lewin's Honeyeater                    
  Yellow-faced Honeyeater               
  Yellow-tufted Honeyeater              
  White-naped Honeyeater                
  White-throated Honeyeater             
  Little Friarbird                      
  Noisy Friarbird                       
  Eastern Spinebill                     
  Blue-faced Honeyeater                 
  Noisy Miner                           
  Australian Figbird                    
  Spangled Drongo                       
  Magpie-lark                           
  White-winged Chough                   
  Apostlebird                           
  White-breasted Woodswallow            
  Dusky Woodswallow                     
  Grey Butcherbird                      
  Pied Butcherbird                      
  Australasian Magpie                   
  Pied Currawong                        
  Paradise Riflebird                    
  Green Catbird                         
  Regent Bowerbird                      
  Satin Bowerbird                       
  Torresian Crow                        
  Red-browed Firetail                   
  Double-barred Finch                   

   100 SPECIES

THE BIRDS SEEN BY OUR GROUP AT KROOMBIT TOPS NP
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            MAGPIE LARK
Interloper or Mum

 
Most of us are familiar with 
various birds exhibiting ter-
ritorial traits by attacking 
their image in various re-
flective surfaces - the Aus-
tralian Magpie-lark [Pee-
wee] is probably the best 
known.  It is assumed that 
they are trying to drive 

away that stranger invad-
ing their territory.
For the first ten days of 
November we had a juve-
nile Olive-backed Oriole 
doing its best to drive itself 
and us crazy with its con-
tinual day-long attacks in 
the garage window next 
door.  To save us all, we 
had the window covered - 
and so the sanity of all 
concerned was saved.
What had us intrigued was 
the fact that it was a juve-
nile bird.  Was it doing a 
territorial thing or was it try-
ing to relate to its 
"mother"?
 
Edwin Faint

Photos by Trevor Quested


