
 

 

 

BUNDY BOC 
Observations of the Barking 

Owl 
By Eric Zillmann April 1970 from Wambaliman 

During October 1962, I worked 

with David Fleay in a search for 

the nest of a Barking Owl. Of 

the three known pairs in the 

area of Gin Gin Qld it was 

found that none had nested that 

year. During the next 12 months 

until October 1963, I spent much 

time observing these birds. 

The following month, Nov 1962, 

I had found another two pairs 

of these birds, and by   October 

1963 I had 10 pairs of Barking 

Owls under observation. Only 

two out of the 10 pairs nested 

that year. All the non-breeding 

pairs that were observed lived  

                            29th November 

             Garnett’s Lagoon, River Heads  

Meet at Lion’s Park, University Drive opp. Airport 7am 

Contact leader Trevor Quested 41551718    

                           6th December 2009                                      

 AGM following bird observing at Baldwin Swamp 

     Meet at the Shelter Shed, off Que Hee St at 7am 

      Contact leader Eva Okholm 4154 1125 

Forthcoming outings 

October, November 2009 

This issue 

1&2
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We begin a series of Eric Zillmann’s 
notes from Wambaliman. These 
represent years of field work and are 
important records of our district. 

HANZAB has arrived 

Read how some members stopped the 
destruction of Fairy Martin nests 

Continued on page 2 

 
Trip report on Chris Barnes’ outing to 
Smiths Crossing 
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5 & 6 

 
The completion o f Eric’s Barking Owl 
article and some members’ recent 
photos 
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On an insectivorous diet, and only 

the breeding pairs were living on 

marsupials and other birds. 

The male owl hunted while the 

female brooded the eggs. He would 

either bring the food to the nest or 

he would call the female who would 

leave the nest and perch on a nearby 

limb to feast. This latter practice was 

always carried out for the first meal 

of the day. Sometimes the male sat 

on the remains of the glider 

throughout the day, and this would 

become the offering when mealtime 

came around again. More food 

would be obtained between 9pm 

and midnight. Unfortunately, 

possums about the time of hatching 

destroyed the eggs of this pair of 

birds. The shells showed that the 

eggs were heavily incubated when 

men other than myself inspected 

them. 

Although I was disappointed at the 

turn of events, I had recorded many 

observations on the breeding habits 

of these owls, as I watched this pair 

closely and had often camped at the 

nest-tree overnight. This breeding 

pair of owls was living on a diet of 

Magpies, Blue-faced Honeyeaters, 

Kookaburras, and glider possums of 

different species. 

The nest was situated in a hollow 

spout of a very large blue-tree with 

a large fig tree adjoining and 

growing from the base of the gum. 

The male stayed in the fig tree 

throughout the day, going out at 

night to hunt for food for the 

brooding female. It appeared he 

always satisfied her wants before 

his own. As dusk was approaching,  

 

Barking Owls continued 

The female would give a repeated 
hunger call, a peevish drawn-out note, 
which could be clearly heard at some 
distance. The male bird would fly 
silently out of his daytime haunt to a 
nearby limb and “talk” to the female 
for a few moments. He would then 

give a small “wook wook” call and be 
off. 

HANZAB book arrived 

Using monies raised by some members participating in shorebird surveys with the Burnett Mary Regional 

Group, BundyBOC has purchased a complete set of HANZAB which will be donated to the Bundaberg 

Regional Library on Thursday 12th November 2009 at 6.30pm. 

 
Continued on page 5 
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Contactors were about to knock Fairy Martin nests from 
the historic water tower in Scotland Street, Bundaberg. 
Workers told their boss chicks could be heard in the 
nests. 

Council said go ahead and we will worry about it if the 
public complained. Well BundyBOC members Nev and 
Jann Capell complained. Work destroying the nests 

Members quick action saves Fairy Martin nests 

stopped. Nick McLean from the council said a 

further review would take place at the end of 

September. 

The Environmental Protection Agency office was 

unattended that day. Queensland Parks and 

Wildlife Service stated they would monitor the 

situation. 

As we go to press the last remnant of rainforest at Moore Park comes up for development 
for house sites. Several members have made representation to Council and by the time you 
receive this newsletter the outcome will be known.  

Lets hope the multinational owners of Bundaberg Sugar are denied approval.  

President and Editor Trevor Quested 41551718 
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Report of the bird club outing to Smiths Crossing 
and Bucca 
              30th August 2009 Leader: Chris Barnes 

Consectetuer: 

Sed venenatis, augue non 

varius tempus, metus 

nibh mollis erat, a 

tempus neque ipsum sit 

amet nisi. Donec 

elementum, justo eu 

pulvinar tincidunt, 

mauris nunc consectetuer 

mi, eu ornare augue 

ligula a nibh. 

  Magpie Goose                     
  Black Swan                       
  Cotton Pygmy- goose               
  Maned Duck                       
  Pacific Black Duck               
  White- eyed Duck                  
  Little Black Cormorant           
  Great Cormorant                  
  Little Pied Cormorant            
  Darter                           
  Great Egret                      
  Intermediate Egret               
  White- faced Heron                
  Ca ttle Egret                     
  Australian Ibis                  
  Straw- necked Ibis                
  Pacific Baza                     
  Square- tailed Kite               
  Black Kite                       
  Whistling Kite                   
  Brahmi ny Kite                    
  White- bellied Sea Eagle          
  Brown Goshawk                    
  Australian Kestrel               
  Purple Swamphen                  
  Dusky Moorhen                    
  Eurasian Coot                    
  Comb-crest ed Jacana              
  Pied Stilt                       
  Masked Lapwing                   
  Banded Lapwing                   
  Common Bronzewing                
  Spotted Dove                     
  Crested Pigeon                   
  Peaceful Dove                    
  Bar- shouldered Dove              
  Galah                            
  Rainbow Lorikeet                 
  Scaly- breasted Lorikeet          
  Little Lorikeet                  
  Pale- headed Rosella                
  Australasian Gre be                 
  Great Crested Grebe                
  Pheasant Coucal                    
  Azure Kingfisher                   
  Laughing Kookaburra                
  Forest Kingfisher                  
  Rainbow Bee- eater                  
  Welcom e Swallow                    
  Fairy Martin                       
  Tree Martin                        
  Australasian Pipit                 
  Black-faced Cuckoo- shrike          
  White-bellied Cuckoo- shrike          
  Varied Triller                  

  Golden- headed Cisticola            
  Tawny Grassbird                    
  Willie- wagtail                     
  Rufous Fantail                     
  Leaden Flycatcher                  
  Yellow Robin                     
  Golden Whistler                       
  Rufous Whistler                       
  Little Shrike- Thrush                  
  Grey Shrike- Thrush                    
  Grey- crowned Babbler                  
  Eastern Whipbird                      
  Red- backed Fairywren                  
  White- browed Scrubwren                
  Large- billed Scrubwren                
  Brown Thornbill                       
  Yellow- rumped Thornbill               
  Fairy Gerygone                        
  White-throat ed Gerygone               
  Mistletoebird                         
  Striated Pardalote                    
  Silver- eye                            
  Brown Honeyeater                      
  Scarlet Honeyeater                    
  Lewin's Honeyeater                    

  White- throated Honeyeater             
  Little Friarbird                      
  Noisy Friarbird                       
  Blue- faced Honeyeater                 
  Noisy Miner                           
  Olive- backed Oriole             
  Australian Figbird                    
  Spangled Drongo                       
  Magpie- lark                           
  White- breasted Woodswallow            
  Grey Butcherbird                      
  Pied Butcherbird                      
  A ustralasian Magpie                   
  Pied Currawong                        
  Torresian Crow                        
  European Starling                     
  Double- barred Finch                   

 

We recorded 97 species and had our largest group for many 
years. We had visitors from Armidale NSW, Townsville, 
Maryborough, and Hervey Bay, Qld. 

Highlight for everyone was the male Square-tailed Kite circling 
above the female on the nest and Eric called up a pair of Pacific 
Bazas for our pleasure. 

Brown Honeyeater by Ron Burgin 

Square-tailed Kite by Deane Lewis 

White-bellied Sea Eagle by Deane Lewis 
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Barking Owl notes continued.

He would usually be back again in half an hour or so with some unfortunate bird. Alighting on a bare limb 
he would call loudly “wook wook” several times to the female. She would answer and fly to the limb 
where the male waited with the food. The handing over of the food ceremony commenced. The deeper note 
of the male followed by the higher notes of the female, wook wook etc answering each other, calling higher 
and faster in rhythm until the female let out a chilling “arrk” to climax as it were, the duel of words. 
Talking in undertones to each other the female came closer to the male who still had the food walking 
along the limb in a crouched forward position. Just before accepting the food she gave a peculiar querulous 
trilling. This was the usual pattern of the first feeding of the day. 

During the night the male would always call to the brooding female to let her know his whereabouts.  It 
became obvious they had reasons for the calls.  It was when the male uttered his certain “wook wook” 
notes the female would come for her meal.  After accepting the food, she would eat greedily, snipping, 
snapping, plucking and sometimes uttering an anxious sort of murmur, probably to get back to her 
maternal duties as soon as possible. 

Kookaburras were using hollows in the same tree as the owls and were never preyed upon.  Possibly the 
familiarity between these neighbours brought a trust between them and excluded them from danger. 

The interconnecting distance from one pair to the next pair of owls is from four to six miles. Although 
Boobooks are accepting Barking Owls in their territory it would appear other Barking Owls are not 
welcome. They would readily answer a call made by an observer and will join in a “wook wook” 
conversation quickly. 

All the foregoing observations were made in the Gin Gin district, 30 miles west of Bundaberg, Queensland. 

E. Eric Zillmann OAM.  April 1970 

 Banded Rail by Chris Barnes 
Brown Goshawk by Chris Barnes 



 

 

 
 


