
BUNDY BOC
Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

B o o n o o r o o ,  Q u e e n s l a n d

One of the highlights of wader watching at 
Boonooroo last year. Chris Barnes reaped the 
reward of several visits to get this shot.

Calendar dates

ASIAN DOWITCHER

Boonooroo is a spectacular place 
for waders. Surely even those who 
find it difficult to look past the 
subdued colours can't fail to be 
impressed. The high tide (and 
usually 2 hours either side of it) 
brings an astounding number of 
waders off the Great Sandy Straits 
to roost here.

In spite of wader numbers falling 
dramatically, you can still see 
2,000+ Bar-tailed Godwit regularly 
amongst the changing kaleidoscope 
of Grey-tailed Tattlers, Greater & 
Lesser Sand Plover, Eastern Curlew 
and Red-necked Stints. At this time 
of year as they are preparing for 
that incredible journey north, Great 

Knot are a personal favourite but 
others may prefer the Lesser 
Golden or Grey Plovers as they 
colour up in preparation for 
breeding.

Looking for leg flagged birds helps 
me appreciate just how far these 
birds have come. I've picked up 
birds from Brisbane & Victoria as 
well as Hokkaido (Japan), Taiwan, 
Shanghai, Korea & New Zealand. 
The Asian Dowitcher I would
consider a regular visitor in small 
numbers; 3 or 4 have been the 
most I've seen there at any one 
time. Don't go expecting to see 
them but rather to enjoy the 
fabulous show which unfolds every 
day watching these migratory
maestros.

Chris Barnes

March

Baffle Creek
Meet at North 
State Primary 
school carpark at 6.30am Leaders 
Don and Elaine Lynch 4152 6934

April campout

Cania Gorge Tourist Retreat
Friday 24 Sat 25 Sun 26             
Booking        07 4167 8110 Leaders 
Trevor and Annie Quested

May

Goodnight Scrub NP
Meet North State Primary School 
carpark. 7am Leader Chris Barnes 

4153 1289

June

Lagoon at Moore 
Park and time 

permitting, Oyster Creek Road
Meet North State Primary School 
7am. Leader Tina Dotto

July

Sharon Gorge & Meadowvale 
Nature Park
Meet North State Primary School at 
7am. Leader Edwin Faint.
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30th August

Smiths Crossing
Leader Chris Barnes 41 531289

Meet at North State Primary School 
7am

26-27th September

Campout at Wolca Reserve
Mt Perry 
We will be exploring the Bania 
National Park along the road over 
the Burnett Range

Meet at the reserve.

24-25-26th October

Kroombit Tops National Park
Leader Bill and Jack Moorhead 
41541177 A map of the camping 
area will be published in the next 
newslettter

29th November

Garnett’s Lagoon, Hervey Bay
We will meet with John Knight 
41252372. Those traveling from 
Bundaberg meet at 7am at Lion’s 
Park, on University Drive opposite 
the airfield.

6th December
Leader Eva Okholm 41541125

Baldwin’s Swamp Bundaberg. Meet 
at the Picnic Shed at 7am. AGM to 
follow.

Calendar dates
                          Reports

“Wisi mattis leo 
suscipit lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing 
elit, et labore et dolore 
magna aliquam. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerc.”

Giovanni Faria 
Green Grocery Manager

February 22, 2009

Bundy BOC outing to 
Blodwen Allen’s property 
along the Hogback Range 
at Mt Perry.

12 members and visitors 
had an enjoyable visit to 
this property. We were led 
by Blodwen and her 
partner Col Horricks from 
the meeting place through 
the foothills of the 
Hogback Range to a 
forested property. We 
birdwatched along a 
crystal clear creek where 
we saw 51 species by 
lunchtime.  

It is hard to single out 
highlights as we had good 
Glocks of birds throughout 
the day.

TERRITORIAL PROTECTORS
Many people have been attacked 
by nesting magpies that are 
merely protecting their breeding 
grounds. As a cyclist, I have 
experienced that swoosh and 
that sudden clack quite often.
A friend has experienced being 
severely attacked by an 
aggressive male kookaburra.
I have also been dive-bombed 
more than once by a Pied 
Butcherbird and by a Little 
Friarbird, both happenings 
occurring here in Bundaberg.
Many of us will have 
experienced or witnessed the 
wheeling aerial manoeuvres of 
protective Masked Lapwings.
Have other people had the 
experience of being the victim 
of other birds aggressively  
defending their patch?
Edwin Faint

Maned Duck                  

  Wedge-tailed Eagle          
  Crested Pigeon              

  Peaceful Dove               
  Bar-shouldered Dove         

  Australian King-Parrot      

  Pale-headed Rosella         
  Rainbow Lorikeet            

  Scaly-breasted Lorikeet     
  Fan-tailed Cuckoo           

  Shining Bronze-Cuckoo       

  Australian Koel             
  Channel-billed Cuckoo       

  Pheasant Coucal             
  Laughing Kookaburra         

  Sacred Kingfisher           
  Dollarbird                  

  Striated Pardalote          

  White-browed Scrubwren      
  Brown Thornbill             

  Fairy Gerygone              
  White-throated Gerygone     

  Brown Honeyeater            

  Scarlet Honeyeater          
  Lewin's Honeyeater          

  White-eared Honeyeater      
  White-throated Honeyeater   

  Little Friarbird            

  Noisy Friarbird             
  Blue-faced Honeyeater       

  Noisy Miner                 
  Yellow Robin                

  Rufous Whistler             

  Grey Shrike-Thrush          
  Grey-crowned Babbler        

  White-winged Chough         
  Apostlebird                 

  Willie-wagtail              
  Leaden Flycatcher           

  Spangled Drongo             

  Torresian Crow              
  Grey Butcherbird            

  Pied Butcherbird            
  Australasian Magpie         

  Pied Currawong              

  Magpie-lark                 
  Olive-backed Oriole         

  Figbird                     
  Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike   

  Varied Triller              

  Silver-eye                  
 

51 SPECIES 

White-eared Honeyeater may 
have been the best bird sighted.



fter years of promising ourselves 
a trip to Lady Elliott Island to see 

the Red-tailed Tropicbird, we finally 
did it.

December 18 & 19 were action-
packed days beginning with an early 
morning flight out of Bundaberg in a 
10 seat, twin-prop job.  The half-hour 
flight gave us great views of 
Bundaberg, the river and port before 
heading out to sea.  The landing on 
L.E.I. is quite exhilarating, as the 
airstrip bisects the island and our 
plane needed the full length to pull 
up.  The first thing we noticed were 
the birds, they’re everywhere – on the 
ground, in the air and adorning every 
available tree branch.  I was 
speechless, well not quite, the 
occasional “Wow!” escaped.  We 
were met by a guide and shown 
through the facilities accompanied 
with a very skillful briefing, then it 
was time to join the morning Bird 
Tour.  Each inhabitant was identified 
and given both common and Latin 
name with salient data, we covered 
each of the nesting species and most 
of the resident birds, the House 
Sparrow being the latest to arrive.

Then it was off to the Dive Shop to 
get our snorkeling gear and into the 
Lagoon via the Fish Pool for our first 
look at the beautiful corals and sea 
creatures not forgetting the fish.  The 
colours and patterns were just 
beautiful and the variety of coral 
formations quite fascinating.

The middle of the day was a good 
time to investigate the rest of the 
resort.  We did a thorough exploration 
of the Education Centre, Lounge, 
Pool and Resort Shop before 
discovering the Café and Bar.  After a 
leisurely hour of refueling we tried 
out the deckchairs and did some more 
birdwatching.  By now we were very 
familiar with the Buff-banded Rail, 
Bridled Tern and Black Noddy with 
the House Sparrows and Silvereyes 
being busy in the bushes by the pool.  
In the afternoon, we set off to do the 
round island walk looking for the 
birds of the reef and the migrants who 
inhabit the North and Western areas.  
We were rewarded with excellent 
views of Great and Lesser 
Frigatebirds with juveniles roosting in 
casuarinas and gliding on the 
thermals, Eastern Reef Egrets, both 

morphs, Sooty Oystercatchers, Pacific 
Golden Plover, Mongolian Plover, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Silver Gull, Red-necked Stint, 
Roseate Tern and the ever-present 
nesting birds, the Common Noddy, 
Black Noddy and Bridled Tern.  The 
Buff-banded Rail with young were 
also at the Lighthouse in good 
numbers.

The night Reef Walk was a scheduled 
activity, unfortunately we had worn 
ourselves out so decided that seeing 
nocturnal sea creatures would have to 
be another time.

The Wedge-tailed Shearwaters had 
come ashore by now and were in their 
burrows under the Pisonia trees near 
our cabin so we were serenaded by 
the “ghost” bird that night.

Day 2 we were up early to do more 
birdwatching adding Whimbrel, Grey-
tailed Tattler and Black-naped Tern to 
our list.  An early morning low tide 
meant there was a guided Reef Walk, 
the marine biologist who led us out 
onto the reef through Channel One 
showed us a variety of marine life and 
explained their lifestyles in an easy to 
understand way.  Heading back in, we 
came across a Loggerhead Turtle 
stranded in a pool awaiting the next 
high tide after her egg-laying labours 
of the previous evening.  The second 
highlight of the Reef Walk was to see 
a nocturnal Red slate-pencil urchin, 
which the guide said was a most 
uncommon sighting.

We next joined a glass bottom boat 
and snorkeling trip.  The wind was up 
so we cruised around to the Southern 
side and whilst viewing the coral and 
fish through the glass was good, the 
snorkeling was incredible.  We had a 
dolphin come to see what we were 
doing and someone with an 
underwater camera captured the 
moment.  All sense of time was left 
behind while we just drifted around 
taking in the undersea panorama.

Back on the barge and heading for the 
Lighthouse we had the pleasure of 
being joined by a Brown Booby who 
flew beside us.

The tide was now high enough to go 
back to the Lagoon.  Almost 
immediately a Green Turtle came to 
swim with us and having been told 

that they like their shell to be tickled, 
we were happy to oblige, who would 
have thought that a hard shell could 
house thousands of nerve endings and 
that turtles are into tickling!  We spent 
the afternoon walking round 
photographing what we were so 
fortunate to have seen, winding down 
from the sensory overload and unique 
experience of L.E.I.

We had so many highlights, the 
Brown Booby who kept looking at us 
as if to say “who are they?”.  The 
nestlings and adult Red-tailed 
Tropicbirds, the turtles, those fluffy 
grey balls that were Bridled Tern 
chicks, they seemed to be 
everywhere, you had to be careful not 
to step on them.  The Silvereye who 
came to dinner from my dinner plate 
or was it seeing “Sunny” the Hawks 
Bill Turtle who comes ashore during 
the day, digs herself a nice depression 
on the beach near the café and then 
gets the staff to put up a beach 
umbrella so she spends her day well 
shaded!

All too soon it was time to leave but 
we will never forget our stay on Lady 
Elliott Island in December 2008.

Birds Seen – Total 24 Lady Elliott 
Island18-19 December 2008

Wedge-tailed Shearwater (N)

Red-tailed Tropicbird (N)

Brown Booby    Great Frigatebird (N)

Lesser Frigatebird (N)

Eastern Reef Egret (both morphs)

Buff-banded Rail (N)

Bar-tailed Godwit       Whimbrel

Grey-tailed Tattler     Ruddy Turnstone

Red-necked Stint    Sooty Oystercatcher

Pacific Golden Plover Lesser Sand Plover

Silver Gull      Crested Tern

Roseate Tern Black-naped Tern

Bridled Tern (N) Common Noddy (N)

Black Noddy (N) House Sparrow

Silvereye

      A trip to Lady Elliott Island by John and Megan Gabell
A


